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EATED ata pristine edge of the otherwise
mpidy developing city of Mohali the
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‘went o present her work at Washington D.C."The
institute provided half the funding so that I could

Researth (IISER) has madeits mark as a

our work.” adds Kothar.

searchandahubofknowledge production. Mostre-
ober 2,

brella at the outdoor cafeteria, Sanad, a third-year

as the institute with the second most number of
STARS awardees after IISC Bangalore. STAR Sor
the Scheme for d Advanced

about his experience with the teaching staffat the
University. “Most of them are quite approachable.

Research in Sciences, is a flagship project of the
Ministry of Human Resources and Development

‘consult them If you want to o research, you can
g01t0 any lab and ask to join them. As long as the

.

have bees the ISER faculy and
‘eaxch one of them will receive funds worth Rs.
Ia.kh o: s\sum their resear

te of its much-feted track record of pro-
ducmg such breakthroughs - research, the

their summeror winter breaks on campus, partic
ipating in research. The students are also able to

make their markintheworld ofscience by publish-
ing ahandful of articles in international science

IISER Mohali is
constantly breachin
the frontiers of
science but its tricity
neighbours know
little about it.
CHAHAT RANA takes
around and comes
back impressed
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GROWING up, Dr. Kaushik Chattopadhyay was
sure hewould becomeascientist,butdidn'treally
knowhow,“Asachild wasinspired bythe char-
acter ofthe inventor Professor Shonku,a charac-
terfrom aSatyajit Ray novel.ljustknew Iwanted
® ays Chattopadhyay. Now, asasuc-
cessful scientist, Chattopadhyay has been
awardeda STARS, rantforisworkinsudying
pathogenesis mechanisms of bacterial ce
ourimmune response tosuch bkl
“Bacteriain our body release pore formingtoxins
whichattack ourcells by puncturingtheir mem-
brane. However,atthe sametime ourown body
produces poreforming proteins whichattack bac
teriacells viralinfested cellsand even tumor cells
through the same puncturing process. O
/s used to create this bal-
xplains Chattopadhyay. The
scientist believes his work will allow for greater
understandingofimmune response inour body,
leadingto further study inenhanced fortification
of ourimmune system.
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Tatalnstituteof Fundamental Researchin Pune, has
been nternationally acclaimed for its path-break-
ingresuls in understanding the rate of tar forma-
tion using atomic mass. According the Bagla, what
'makelISER such afertile ground for knowledge cre-
ationisits pool of young and bright talentand  fac-
ultyfull of dedicated and active scientists.
However Bagla believes that there is more to
be done in terms of funding research projects on
campus. “Until about2015, we had intemal funding
ofabout 20-25 crores annually, and nowit hascome
down to about 5-6 crore. A good model tosupport
researchprojectsis to ensureintemal funding when
the research ideais just aseed, and then appeal to

broughtdown t010:1 fromthe current 17:1.“Only

Inthe ifwe devote complete attention to these students
early days, when faculty members or students IPLINARYAPPROACH TO willwe able to make them excellent scientists.”
wouldaskcabdiiversorautos totakethemtoISER.  SCIENCEEDUCATION
zhednvers would think we were referring to the OUTREACHAND COMMUNITY INTERACTION
Jokes D, apa ISERMohali has mademany effortssince itses-
N G. Prasad, Dean of Inter Affairsand ~ fromothert and ly new, but md ieal NURTURING FUTURE SCIENTISTS tablishment to work with students and teachers
Outreach at ISER. have alread) from scos thecounny though summerschooks
The Univessity.whichwas —«||SER ENCOURAGES [TS eduation. Forthefirstwo _ lowships and avards. ; acolle
established in 2007, irst op- Vebrmalou: degree we nivets  Deparocot wereganied PAbrght schalrshps of mine sad Hesaidif have student preeiee
erated from a building in - STUDENTSTO CONSTANTLY  take subjects from all the  From the staff, Dr. Path R Chauhan, a Paleolithic k. most every week.” says Dr Arvind. The
Sector 26, Chandigarh. In a streams, ie. Physics, archeologist Human Evolutio sicians,they say d
few years, the campus was DO SCIENCE, RATHERTHAN  Chemistry Math and Biology. isoneofthe 12
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sipahatertnowo. TEXTBODKSASTHEYHAVE Mo besa e
G e e DONETHROUGHOUTTHER Rk o
emptypiowitnatewtui. SCHOOLEDUCATION.ASTHE  Sitnce chucaconiowsor
ings*recounts 0 Aind.a. FACULTYATTHEINSTITUTE  studens o potorly have a

professor of Physical sciences

STARS awardee at the institute. Besides its
achievements, Dr Sabhlok believes that the

they say they need tostudy hard. All other craftsare  in Mohali. Besides this, the University orgnaises

Humanities department serves is honed by and from all
an of International theinstitute by providingamore tionrather e summer

holstc eduction o uture s INITSEARLYYEARS,  ing science; “says NG Prasd.  ourlabsand our elesand work onwhateer

entists Mohl wishte

tobe sareo irsocal on. THECAMPUSDIDN'T » D5 sayea

ong base in their field of

andheffcaurgdrcorol. ARETHEMSELVES cheice butals nculate he
rector b Sva umapathyar- PRACTICINGSCIENTISTS e ialic? comversatons
rives on campus. ANDACTIVE RESEARCHERS,  with members ofoter disci-

The university, with its

lines. “This give and take be-

modem brick-linedwalisand  THE STUDENTSHAVEEASY gwtcn disciplines is essential

text. We make sure thattheyare  EYENHAVEROADS

sensitisedabout socialstructures
of power suchas caste,classand  INSIDE.ITWASJUSTA s they have

stantly do science, rather than  beaming Prasad.

gender.In this way, their work  \(AGT EMPTYPLOTWITH  (helr school education. As the  who belong to varied socio-economic back-
facul

can impact the context they re-

side in more fruitfully”said 0. A FEW BUILDINGS”

Sabhiok.

1seR Mohalis interdiscipli- - DR, ARVIND,

grounds;"says Dr
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active researchers, the students  ment has limited the number of INSPIRE fellow-

vast; n spacesisnow fully for ki, . “Many stu-
g bt mimeuc. ACCESSTOTHEWORLDOF (i One cannot do st e i i i Officiating Director v
ture is far from becoming » structure of clesin They
it or conmenes KNOWLEDGE CREATION. e ek - The Unvéray does ot o
Students can be seen taking - N,G, PRASAD, Dean JISER ductive only whenit isborne  buildings for instead its ™~
‘walks under the foliage of k" Claims Prasad.
trees, eating food in the out- interactions,” adds Prasad. iay
h g bythrow-  ground. “We need to find away to ndenllly poten
tempt tocorrect their ‘towards their lec- there will be labs where ntify-
< year, .1lam which is through- mmpeuuve
“They don't 1o use pr p. jatory," says Dr. Kaushik " says Arvind.
“Here, students get something Crultapad hyay, an assenate pmle;sor atthe them Slowdy,!
nvenient, liberal which is not Researchand  themselves,” says Dr. aprofes-
dly," aPhD sor from of
student from the Bio-Chemistry Department. legesinindia,”says Dr Anu Sabhlok, who headsthe  received aS.TARS grant for his studyi R - Enynn Speakmg,urban
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small venmular schools from small villages or
owns; lack ade-
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Costoverruns of 388 lakh crin 355 infra projects

quate opportunities,” Says Prasad. IISER is in the
midst of formulatinga “nurture” programto iden-
tify and tutor brightstudents from underprivileged
backgrounds in order to make them qualified
enough to pursue higher education at good science
institutions. “They canapply towhatever university
they wish o, they come back t s, all the
better;” says Pras

Interms of raching utlocally o the opula-

and everyonecan come and takea tourofthe cam-
pus,indluding the aboratories and the classroom,”
says Prasad. He believes that they can put more
concertedeffortinto makingthe campus visible to
itsneighbors. But Dr.Arvind feels that efforts have
to be made from outside the campus as well to
breach this supposed distance. “One just has to
make the effort to reach us. We have aiways been
right here,” he sums up.
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